HENRY COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
November 25, 2025

The regular meeting of the Henry County Library Board of Trustees was held Tuesday, November 25, 2025, at 4:30 pm in the boardroom of the Library.  

Members present were, Tim Komer, Luke Edwards, and Kathy Cooper. Absent were, Patty Dump and Shelly Acosta. Also present were, Director, Debbie Jones and Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Nichols.

CALL TO ORDER: President, Tim Komer called the meeting to order. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.   

BOARD COMMENTS: None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pursuant to Revised Missouri State Statute 610.021 an Executive Session will be held to discuss personnel matters. On a motion by Kathy Cooper, seconded by Luke Edwards, it was voted to move into Executive Session. Voting yes were, Kathy Cooper, Luke Edwards, and Tim Komer.

AGENDA: On a motion by Kathy Cooper, seconded by Luke Edwards, it was voted to accept the Agenda as presented by Director, Debbie Jones. Voting yes were, Kathy Cooper, Luke Edwards, and Tim Komer.  

MINUTES: On a motion by Luke Edwards, seconded by Kathy Cooper, it was voted to accept the Minutes of the October 28, 2025, meeting as read. Voting yes were, Luke Edwards, Kathy Cooper, and Tim Komer.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS: On a motion by Kathy Cooper, seconded by Luke Edwards, it was voted to approve the disbursements as presented by Director, Debbie Jones. Voting yes were, Kathy Cooper, Luke Edwards, and Tim Komer. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. Statistical Reports: The October 2025 library statistical report was presented for the board’s review.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Library Director, Debbie Jones reported the following.
Tax Funds Received: $63,008.77 in tax funds were received for November 2025. $1,948.23 of these were delinquent funds. In November 2024, $70,413.48 was received, resulting in a difference of $7404.71.
State Aid Equalization Funds Received: $9,107.59 in funds were received for quarters one and two of 2026. 
State Aid Arts & Entertainment Funds Received: $8843.65 in funds were received for quarters one and two of 2026. 
Missouri Senate Bill 775 Lawsuit: On Monday, November 17, 2025, Jackson County Circuit Judge J. Dale Youngs entered his summary judgment on Senate Bill 775 and ruled in favor of the Missouri Association of School Libraries (MASL) and the Missouri Library Association (MLA), stating that section 573.550 is unconstitutionally vague. Due to the permanent injunction, all books removed from the library and classroom collections because of Senate Bill 775 should be returned to those collections. 
Passport Acceptance Facilities: On Tuesday, November 18, 2025, I received an email from the U.S. Department of State regarding passport acceptance facilities. It was stated that libraries are not, and were never intended to be, passport acceptance facilities. Only federal, state, and county offices, or the United States Postal Service, may serve as passport acceptance facilities. I assume we will soon be told to cease all passport services.   
Skylight Annual Inspection: Conyer Hon, Product Consultant with Abbey-Simons Company, will be here tomorrow, Friday, November 20, 2025, to perform the annual skylight inspection. I will provide you with the details of this inspection at Tuesday’s meeting. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus at Lenora Blackmore Branch: Santa and Mrs. Claus will be available for photos at the Lenora Blackmore Branch in Windsor on Saturday, November 29, 2025, at 6:00 pm.  
Christmas Light Inspection and Repairs: Jerry’s Pest Management was here on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, to perform the annual inspection and repairs/replacement of the Christmas lights. 
Winter Building Maintenance: Plans are underway to have the carpet and windows cleaned, have drywall repaired, and perform painting touchups, etc., during the winter season. 
Lenora Blackmore Branch Restroom, Children’s Storytime Room, and Young Adult Area: Updating the restroom at the Lenora Blackmore Branch in Windsor is part of the Strategic Plan. The flooring and walls need to be updated with more user-friendly commercial materials. The Friends of the Library Group has stated they would provide some funding to update the children’s storytime room and the young adult area of the library at the main facility. 
Library Material Weeding Project and Donations for Friends of the Library Spring Booksale: Library staff are currently weeding materials in Clinton. Between these materials and public donations, the Friends of the Library shed is almost at capacity. The plan is to accept donations through the end of 2025, if at all possible. The spring booksale will be HUGE!
Adult Winter Reading Program: This program will be held in January and February 2026. Plans are to use the Winter Olympics as a theme. 
Library Staff Hurdles: I have given verbal warnings to two employees for absences. I have also issued a written warning to one of those employees. This follows the library policy. Neither of these employees works enough hours to qualify for the Federal Medical Leave Act (FMLA). 
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Hourly Staff Review: The board moved to the Executive Session to perform the hourly staff review for FY2026. 
NEW BUSINESS: None.
ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Luke Edwards, seconded by Kathy Cooper, it was voted to adjourn. Voting yes were, Luke Edwards, Kathy Cooper, and Tim Komer.

__________________________		__________________________
Tim Komer					Luke Edwards, Treasurer
President					Acting Secretary





























