HENRY COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
September 30, 2025

The regular meeting of the Henry County Library Board of Trustees was held Tuesday, September 30, 2025, at 4:30 pm in the boardroom of the Library.  

Members present were, Tim Komer, Patty Dump, Luke Edwards, and Kathy Cooper. Absent was, Shelly Acosta. Also present were, Director, Debbie Jones and Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Nichols.

CALL TO ORDER: President, Tim Komer called the meeting to order. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.   

BOARD COMMENTS: None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

AGENDA: On a motion by Luke Edwards, seconded by Kathy Cooper, it was voted to accept the agenda as presented by Director, Debbie Jones. Voting yes were, Luke Edwards, Kathy Cooper, and Patty Dump.  

MINUTES: On a motion by Luke Edwards, seconded by Kathy Cooper, it was voted to accept the Minutes of the August 19, 2025, meeting with a modification to incorporate the 2024 tax levy rate under New Business item A. Voting yes were, Luke Edwards, Kathy Cooper, and Patty Dump.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
APPROVAL OF DISBURSEMENTS: On a motion by Kathy Cooper, seconded by Patty Dump, it was voted to approve the disbursements as presented by Director, Debbie Jones. Voting yes were, Kathy Cooper, Patty Dump, and Luke Edwards. 
CORRESPONDENCE:
A. Statistical Reports: The August 2025 library statistical report was presented for the board’s review.
B. Google 5 Star Review: A Google 5 Star Review received from a patron was presented.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Library Director, Debbie Jones reported the following.
West Central Missouri Special Districts Property Tax Policy Roundtable: After further research, it was determined that this event had a highly political nature. I made an executive decision that Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Nichols and I would not attend. 
Monthly Director’s Forum with the Missouri State Library: The topic of discussion was Missouri property taxes. It appears that Missouri legislators will present four bills, all of which are similar in nature, to the House in January. These bills aim to eliminate property taxes for Missouri residents. There are over 1,900 special districts in the state of Missouri, which include libraries, schools, county health departments, rural fire departments, ambulance districts, and other similar entities. All of these districts run off a percentage of the property taxes collected. These proposals contain language stating there will be changes to personal property assessment rates, exemptions for teachers, homestead tax credit measures, and a potential constitutional amendment limiting real estate assessments. I will continue to keep you informed, as the Missouri State Library will meet monthly (or more often if necessary) with library directors to discuss the latest information regarding these bills. 
Fall Friends of the Library Book Sale: The Friends of the Library Book Sale netted $801.50.   
Project Connect Results: Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Nichols, and Circulation Lead, Logan Huffstutler, attended Project Connect. Initially, the library was attending to notarize forms for Golden Valley Memorial Healthcare. However, the decision was made to have a table advertising library services as well. Logan and Stephanie did only one notarization, but talked with about thirty-five attendees about library services. They also received one complaint from a homeless gentleman because he couldn’t get a library card without proof of permanent residence. I can assure each of you that this information is required at all libraries, as well as other businesses, for-profit and non-profit organizations. 
Dog Days of Summer Initiative Results: Sadly, we didn’t collect much in this endeavor. But some items are better than no items. We received some dog/cat toys, animal bedding, used blankets, and used towels. We will be donating them to the Clinton Animal Shelter and the Windsor Dog Pound. 
Author Signing and Reading Event: Josh Shroyer, author of the book "Show Me a Firefighter," will be here on Saturday, October 11, 2025, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Friends of the Library Community Room to read and sign copies of his book. You will receive more information regarding his book in your packet on Tuesday night. 
Halloween Luminaries: This year, the library will host a Halloween Luminary decorating program for all kids, tweens, and teens. All who pick up a bag will decorate it and then return it, and we will place a battery-operated candle inside to make them glow! All who return their luminary will receive a Halloween flashlight and will have their name put into a drawing to win a grand prize. 
Food 4 Fines Project: From October 1st to November 30th, the library will waive fines for non-perishable items donated to local food banks. Donating four food items will give the patron a $10.00 credit towards the balance owed on the account. This program does not include accounts that have been sent to collections. 
Boost Attendance at Programs Webinar: Administrative Assistant Stephanie Nichols and I will be attending this webinar, and we hope to receive tips and tricks to increase attendance at library programs. 
Book Purchases: You will notice an increase in the amount of book purchases. For the last several weeks, I have been purchasing award-winning books in both adult, teen, and children’s age groups. I ran lists and found that the library was missing several Caldecott, Pulitzer, and Newbery awards. I have also been ordering items that are missing or not owned in the banned books genre, and missing titles in series books that are popular. 
Banned Books Week: Banned Books Week is October 5th-11th. The library will have displays in both buildings to encourage patrons to use their FREADOM to read. 
Truman Lake Community Foundation Grant Awarded: Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Nichols, and I received notice that the library was awarded $4,704.00. These funds will be used to replace all of the children’s computers, purchase an additional computer unit for the Lenora Blackmore Branch in Windsor, and cover the annual cost of the Magic Desktop software.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Introduction of New(ish) Library Staff Members: Recently employed library Circulation Clerks, Hannah Harrelson and Ashley Stanley, introduced themselves to the board. Both clerks work in the Clinton branch.
NEW BUSINESS: None.
ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Kathy Cooper, seconded by Luke Edwards, it was voted to adjourn. Voting yes were, Kathy Cooper, Luke Edwards, and Patty Dump.
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